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Project Overview and Course Overview
Describe the project and the affected course(s).
The aim of the Percussion Resource Center project was to create an online resource database for the UT
Percussion Studies Area, which revolutionized our curriculum and pedagogy through the use of technology.
This project created the necessary opportunity for students to have context surrounding the music they
study. Academic readings, listenings, digital study materials, practice quizzes, and online exams are
integrated into a more traditional music performance education, allowing students to understand the history
of our craft and to then imagine how their future could unfold, utilizing this context.
This resource affected all undergraduate and graduate percussion performance applied lessons (MUPF 150,
151, 250, 251, 350, 351, 450, 451, 550) and the UT Percussion Ensemble (MUEN 310 / 510).

Semesters the course has been and/or will be taught
List semesters when the developed materials/course has been/will be implemented.
This resource is now constantly available to all members of the UT Percussion department and will be
available every semester.

Number of students affected
How many students are enrolled in the course(s) affected by the project? What’s your projection
for the future enrollment?
The UT Percussion Studio / Percussion Ensemble regularly holds between 18 and 22 students comprised of
approximately 1/3 graduate (MM) students and 2/3 undergraduate students (Percussion Performance and
Music Education students typically).

Project outcomes/products
Describe the outcomes and products of this project.
Please include samples of the instructional materials that were created during the project.
• Include a web address (URL) of the online instructional materials if the materials are
public.
• Insert the screenshots of a few online instructional materials if they are passwordprotected.
• Attach any instructional materials as documents if you would like to share them with the
public. We will upload the documents together with your report to the OIT website.

The Percussion Resource Center has made significant progress due to this Faculty First Initiative. We have
created a Sharepoint Site and integrated it with Blackboard for the students to easily access.

We then analyzed, discussed, and organized a large amount of data into a searchable database (lists) that
students can reference, using previous research. These lists are now available as custom views (by
composer, composition title, or genre) and have graphics available as well (for example, a photo of the
composer who is being researched).
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Finally, we purchased and implemented recording equipment that will help the students to document,
analyze, and share their own performance experiences. This equipment has allowed the students to separate
the “Perform and Analyze” portion of practicing / rehearsal into separate steps, which is far more effective
and useful. Furthermore, as the students have final performances, we will begin linking those recordings to
the database for future research candidates to reference.
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Student Evaluation
Have you already used the developed instructional materials in a course? Then summarize the
results of project evaluation.
• How did the project affect student learning?
• What feedback did you receive from the students?
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If the project has not yet been implemented in the course, outline your assessment plan. When
can we contact you about the results? We will update this report when you share your evaluation
results with us.
The Resource Center will be implemented with students in 2015, however the recording initiative has been
extremely helpful already. With this equipment available, students are actively engaging with today’s
technology which has served as an aid for their practicing / rehearsal strategies. They are also able to share
video recordings of performances between rehearsals to gain feedback from the faculty. Finally, the high
quality speakers now allow both the students and myself to hear details we would not have otherwise heard,
which helps us tighten up our performances even further.
The students have been extremely excited to engage with this technology and utilize it in our daily practice.

Project benefits for the department and UT
How does your project help the department achieve its goals? How does this project contribute to
the university’s Top 25 goal?
I believe this project is one-of-a-kind and will continue to provide unique opportunities for applied teaching
(as opposed to historical or theoretical areas) to strongly integrate with the university’s larger research
mission outlined in Vol Vision Top 25. The project has integrated with the full UT Percussion Studies Area,
which includes undergraduate and graduate students and in due time, I believe, will become a model of
instruction for my colleagues at other institutions.
This project will help our department meet The National Association of Schools of Music (NASM) guidelines
for music performance, which state that music students should have knowledge in the following 5 areas:
Performance
Musicianship Skills & Analysis
Composition / Improvisation
History & Repertoire
Synthesis

Each of these has detailed descriptions, but generally speaking, many applied teaching situations in music
are strongly weighted to Area One: Performance, with the other four areas strengthened only when
opportunities conveniently present themselves. This is a problem as it produces performance students who
do not have a thorough understanding of their field or the synthesis to see the big picture. And as the
novelist James Baldwin said, ““Know from whence you came. If you know whence you came, there are
absolutely no limitations to where you can go.”
To become a professional musician, it is imperative that technical proficiency is paired with an informed and
inquisitive mind. If this is accomplished, students can begin to see percussion and music as a filter through
which they can trace ideas and concepts related to playing through a history that leads directly back to
them.
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Conclusion
Has this project met your goals? What worked well and what did not work well? What was your
experience collaborating with OIT? What are your future plans or goals regarding this project?
Yes, absolutely this project has met my goals. The folks I’ve worked with have been extremely supportive
and collaborating with Donna Carnduff and Jason Rieger has been very productive. We knew going in that
this project was large in scale, but we have done a good job of focusing on the baseline tasks to keep it
moving forward. I’m very excited to continue refining the database and exploring its possibilities with my
students!
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